HOLY MARTYR-HERMIT ISSUI

     On the southern slopes of the Gader Range in Wales, with a wonderful panoramic view of the lower Grwyney Fawr with the Usk in the distance, there stands the ancient church of Merthyr Issui at Patricio. St. Issui lived in a cell near what is now his Holy Well. From here he used to instruct the people in the Christian faith, and won their affection. One day a traveller came to the district and was given hospitality by the saint in his cell. On leaving, the traveler murdered him. The cell of St. Issui soon became a place of pilgrimage, and the well acquired healing properties. In the early eleventh century, a wealthy pilgrim from the continent was cured of leprosy in the well. In gratitude he left a hatful of gold to build a church on the hill above the well, which was dedicated to St. Issui. The Book of Llandaff records that Bishop Herewald of Llandaff (1056-1103) “consecrated the church of Llanfihangel Cwmdu, and the church of Llanbedr and Merthyr Issui, and committed them to the care of Matgwith.” And the still-existing font bears an inscription in Latin: “Menhir made me in the time Genillin”, who was the prince of Powys just before the Norman Conquest.

     The feast of St. Issui is October 30.

(Source: Canon Arthur Reed, “The Church of Merthry Issui at Patricio”, Brecon, 1991)

