HIEROMARTYR ADRIAN, BISHOP OF MAY

and those with him

     The Breviary of Aberdeen has the following information about St. Adrian:- “St. Adrian was born in the parts of Hungary and province of Pannonia; he was of royal descent, and of episcopal rank; his diligence in the sacred order being attested by the many clerics and seculars who were his companions. Desiring to benefit other nations, and inflamed with zeal for the Christian religion, he betook himself to the eastern parts of Scotia, then occupied by the Picts, having along with him 6606 companions, among whom the most notable were Glodianus, who was crowned with martyrdom, Gayus, and Monanus, white-robed confessors, Stolbrandus and other bishops, adorned with the mitre. The names of the rest are written in purple blood in the book of life. These did many signs and wonders in the midst of the Picts, but at length desiring a habitation of their own, they expelled the demons and wild beasts from the Island of Maya [May, in the Firth of Forth, off the east coast of Scotland], and there made a place of prayer. They occupied themselves in devotion until the Danes, who had devastated all Britannia, which is now called Anglia, landed on the island, when the holy confessors of God opposed them with the spiritual weapons of the heavenly warfare. The enemy not brooking this, fell violently on the blessed Adrian, the victim of the Lord, with swords, and crowned him with a glorious martyrdom; and in order that concerning them the words of the prophet should be verified anew, where the disconsolate Rachel is said to have bewailed her children, these most cruel executioners made an attack upon that holy and heavenly multitude who persevered in the confession of Christ, and who, like sheep, fell before their swords in the Isle of May, where the martyrs of God, who in this life loved to serve Him together, in death were not separated. There was one spirit in them and one faith. In that Isle of May there was anciently erected [by King David I of Scotland] a monastery of fair course masonry, which was destroyed by the Angles, but the church remains to this day much visited for its miracles by the people, and thither women come in hopes of offspring. There is also a celebrated cemetery, where the bodies of the martyrs repose.”

     In spite of the Breviary’s declaration that St. Adrian came from Hungary, other sources claim that he was an Irish bishop without a see, and that he had, not 6606, but 100 companions (Fordun). According to Boece, these companions included both Scots and Englishmen, which leads some to surmise that the Englishmen may have come from the church of St. Acca, Bishop of Hexham, who, on being driven from his see, founded a bishopric among the Picts in 732. The date of the martyrdom is given as March 4, 875, which accords with information from other sources that a battle between the Scots and the pagan Danes under Halfdun took place in that year, many Scots being killed. In some lists, St. Adrian is given as the first bishop of St. Andrews. He is commemorated on March 4.

(Sources: David Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1978, p. 4; John Marsden, The Fury of the Northmen, London: Kyle Cathie, 1996, p. 153; Alexander Forbes, Calendars of Scottish Saints, Edinburgh: Edmonston & Douglas, 1872, pp. 266-268)
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